
Tim Chambers' Palette Layout 

(for LEFT-handed painters)
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Sheet of 1/4" tempered glass fitted inside a palette holder (see photo) approx. 12" x 16" or 

larger, which keeps the paint fresh and also from spilling during transport. The glass makes for 

quick and easy cleanup with a paint scraper. Another option is to use a disposable paper 

palette for ease of clean up as well (see photo or visit www.dickblick.com/zz030/20/)

I use Rembrandt or other quality brands of artists' oil paints, purchased mainly from 

www.dickblick.com.  I use Flemish maroger medium from www.OldMastersMaroger.com

Primarily, I have my "earth" colors along the side, and the others along the top of my palette. 

From warms to cools for the most part. The main thing is to have the same layout every time, 

so that you can instinctively reach for a color. I mix a tint (color + white) along the rim of the 

palette (where the color abbreviations are) to help me see the "tendency" of each color, rather 

than just the color in its raw form. Also, in the mixing area of the palette, below each color, I 

also lay out a "row" of each color mixed with white to obtain four sequential values of each to 

speed my painting layin.


